Rev. David Angus Brower
September 25, 1942 - March 6, 2025

The Rev. David Angus Brower, 82, of Howell, Michigan, died peacefully March
6, 2025, during the night following Ash Wednesday. David was born
September 25, 1942. He graduated from Zeeland High School in 1961, then
graduated college and earn three master’s degrees in education,
anthropology, and divinity. He was ordained a priest in the Episcopal Church
in 1979.

More than four decades of parochial ministry began in the Episcopal Diocese
of Michigan and culminated in the Episcopal Diocese of Western Michigan,
including serving as assistant rector at All Saints’, Pontiac, and rector at
Grace Church, Southgate, in the Diocese of Michigan. He then served as
rector of the tri-county Western Ohio Episcopal Cluster in the Diocese of
Southern Ohio and at Grace Church, Lockport, in the Diocese of Western New
York. In 2005, David and his wife Clara returned to the Diocese of Western
Michigan through which they both remained active in ministry until 2023. They
lived in David’s birthplace Zeeland, Michigan, for 18 years.

David is survived by his wife of 60 years Clara (Grant) Brower, 85, their
daughter Cassandra, 58, (Edmond), and three grandchildren: Thor, 30,
Rowan, 28, and Sirona, 25. David is also survived by two sisters Mary
Elgersma of Plainwell, Michigan, and Ruth Rutherford of Niles, Michigan, and
sister-in-law Sheron Brower of Watervliet, Michigan. He was preceded in



death by his parents Angus and Emma (Anderson) Brower and two brothers,
John and Paul.

While David Brower led a life of faith nurtured by the precepts, rituals, and
rubrics of the Christian Church, his soul moreover was nourished at its
deepest level by the natural world. Perhaps first fed by the spiritual ethos and
rhythms of central Africa upon which David and Clara were raised and where
their parents were missionaries in the Congo. Or later, when mentors turned
to words to explain the inexplicable—the centrality of the natural world to a
spiritual life.

“We are here to witness the creation and abet it,” wrote Annie Dillard, one of
the mystic and transcendentalist voices embedded in David Brower’s beliefs.
“We are here to bring to consciousness the beauty and power that are around
us and to praise the people who are here with us.”

David Brower was at home in the soil of the earth and all its bounty.
Ashes to Ashes. Dirt to Dirt.

The memorial service for the Rev. David Angus Brower will be held at St.
John’s Episcopal Church, 504 Prospect Street, Howell Ml 48843, on Saturday,
April 26, 2025, beginning at 11:00 AM EST.
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Pat and | have fond memories of David from our Kirkland Street
years. | last connected with David when he was in Western NY. Our
love and prayers for Clara and their family. Alan and Pat Mead.

Alan Mead - April 09, 2025 at 10:44 AM

David was a gifted pastor and teacher. He and Clara were excellent
examples of care and community-building and love for all of creation
and the diverse peoples of the world. Peace to Clara and family in
this time of loss. - Helen Kennedy, Greenville M|

Helen Kay Kennedy - March 27, 2025 at 03:19 PM

I met David at a Spiritual weekend retreat in Richland and found a
friend | will never forget. He was a Spiritual Advisor that took time to
listen and pray with and lead me to new paths for my own walk with
Christ. Years later our Church St. Paul in Greenville was able to call
him as our interim pastor for three years. There we were able to see
some of David's best attributes and leadership abilities he had. |
was privileged to have many conversations with David and learned
so many things. David's compassion and care for people was truly
amazing and felt. Loved David! Jim and Laura DeGoede

James and Laura DeGoede - March 27, 2025 at 02:41 PM
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Mary Benedict - March 19, 2025 at 07:49 AM

David's 40-year ministry celebration at St Luke's in Kalamazoo, Sept
2019.

Mary Benedict - March 20, 2025 at 08:07 PM

1 file added to the album Photos

Two Churches - March 18, 2025 at 03:36 PM



