
Deacon R. Essenburg
June 4, 2025 - February 21, 2026

Deacon Randall Essenburg, beloved son of Mitchell and Jamie Essenburg,
passed away on Saturday, February 21 at just 8 months of age. 

 

Born on June 4, 2025, Deacon brought immeasurable joy to everyone who
knew and loved him. In just eight months, he filled our days with joyful
laughter, wonder, and unconditional love. 

 Deacon loved cuddles and had just learned to pull your cheek toward him for
one of his signature sloppy kisses. 

His sweet, toothless grin could brighten even the darkest day, and it shone
brightest when it was turned towards his two older sisters who absolutely
adored him. But the real giggles and smiles came when daddy would tickle his
belly with his nose and beard. The joy was contagious. Not to mention all the
times family would be debating who got to hold him next. 

Bath time with his sisters made for a fun and very wet experience and
splashing in the sink with Oma filled him with such delight. We'll never forget
the sweet baby chatter he would have on Opa’s lap or the special bonding
time Nana and Papa got holding Deacon around a campfire; the warmth
wasn’t just from the fire but from the cuddles and love felt in those moments. 

It brought Mommy and Daddy so much joy when Deacon would wiggle with



happiness upon seeing them. But the way his eyes would light up with
happiness when he would see his Nana, Papa, Oma and Opa brought such a
glow to our hearts, because he knew he was so loved and he loved them. 

Deacon was truly loved by his uncles, aunts and cousins and he was truly
blessed by them! He had the biggest open mouth smile for his cousins and
siblings and loved watching them play in front of him and with him. Though
Deacon’s time with us was brief, he will forever be in our hearts. He taught us
about pure joy and the depth of love a family can hold. 

Deacon is survived by his parents Jamie and Mitch, and his two older sisters
Jayden and Madison. He also leaves behind his great grandparents Arend &
Janet Buitenhuis, his grandparents Randy & Roxanne Essenburg, Randy &
Hilda Westrate, his aunts and uncles, Katie, Kevin, Travis, Stephanie, Cody,
Laura and Sam, and his cousins Janelle, Corbin and Hailey. Deacon was
preceded in death by his great grandparents Nellie and Chet Westrate, Simon
and Joan Essenburg, and Kenneth and Helen VanDerKooi. 

 

A service of joy (memorial service) will be held on Friday, February 27 at 11
am and the visitation will be held on Thursday, February 26 from 4:00 – 7:00
pm. Both services will be held at Foundry Church (Zeeland MI). 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family would love to see these non-profits be blessed in
honor of Deacon: https://sites.google.com/view/honoring-deacon-
randall/home. In the meantime, we ask that you simply honor his memory by
hugging your children a little tighter each night. 

Though our arms ache without Deacon, our hearts will forever carry his light
and joyful spirit.



Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 26. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

The Foundry Church
425 100th Street
Zeeland, MI 49464

Service

FEB 27. 11:00 AM (ET)

The Foundry Church
425 100th Street
Zeeland, MI 49464
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Langeland-Sterenberg Yntema Funeral Homes - March 05 at 01:49 PM

Langeland-Sterenberg Yntema Funeral Homes created a Tribute
Video in memory of Deacon R. Essenburg

Alyssa V. - February 27 at 10:25 AM

Alyssa V. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Deacon R.
Essenburg.

February 26 at 01:00 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Deacon R. Essenburg.

Krystle Maneke - February 26 at 08:42 AM

Krystle Maneke purchased the Beautiful Heart Bo
uquet for the family of Deacon R. Essenburg.

https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Krystle Maneke - February 26 at 08:42 AM

Krystle Maneke planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Deacon R.
Essenburg.

February 25 at 08:13 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Deacon R. Essenburg.

February 25 at 08:13 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Deacon R. Essenburg.

Josh and Amber Gruppen - February 25 at 06:29 PM

Josh and Amber Gruppen purchased the Beautif
ul in Blue for the family of Deacon R. Essenburg.

Josh and Amber Gruppen - February 25 at 06:29 PM

Josh and Amber Gruppen planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Deacon R.
Essenburg.

https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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February 25 at 05:34 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Deacon R. Essenburg.

Ken and Patti Bing - February 25 at 04:28 PM

We send our deepest sympathies to the entire family.

February 25 at 12:40 PM

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for
the family of Deacon R. Essenburg.

Tamara Velderman - February 24 at 03:17 PM

Our thoughts and prayers ~ 
Jeff & Tam Velderman

https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

