Louis P. Kraay

February 26, 1928 - May 16, 2025

Louis Paul Kraay (97) went to be with his Heavenly Father on May 16, 2025.

One project remains unfinished on Pastor Louis’ wood shop workbench.
Perhaps he’s talking it over in heaven with the master carpenter, Jesus. Louis
approached his retirement hobby, woodworking, the way he lived life: with
tremendous love, care, generosity and attention to detail. The call to ministry
came to Louis as a young man on the family farm in Danforth, lllinois. His
parents Oliver and Angelene, with great joy, gave their blessing to their
youngest son to pursue his calling. He started Hope College just a bit late in
the semester but still graduated within four years in 1950. While at Hope he
met his future wife, Margaret Schoonveld. After graduating from Hope, Louis
began a 3-year mission trip to Japan to teach English and share God’s love.
Upon returning, Louis and Margaret married in 1953. Nancy was born while
Louis studied at Western Theological Seminary, graduating in 1956. Their
ministry began at Trinity Reformed Church, Taylor, Michigan where Linda,
Kevin and Karen completed the family. In 1961 Louis was called to a church
plant in Marshall (Faith Reformed), Michigan. Their family years were marked
with much love, laughter, keen wit and joy around the table. In 1966 Louis
began serving at Beaverdam Reformed, Zeeland, Michigan where Louis
pastored the church until 1987. He served as calling pastor to Fellowship
Reformed (Hudsonville) and First Reformed Church (Grand Haven) and
retired in 2005. Pastor Louis loved his congregations with grace, humility and



a deep love for people and God’s word. He evidenced this same deep
commitment and love as he faithfully cared for Margaret in her battle with
ALS. They were married for 52 years until she passed. Louis was blessed to
meet and marry Ruth Larkin, and they spent twenty beautiful years together.

Louis is survived by his wife Ruth, children Nancy (Gary) Driesenga, Linda
(Lou) Zadow, Kevin (Patricia) Kraay and Karen Kalkman, 11 grandchildren
and 30 great grandchildren, stepchildren Tricia (Scott) Behmlander, Dave
(Jacque) Larkin. Louis was also preceded in death by his wife Margaret and
son in law Jack Kalkman.

Beloved husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather, pastor and friend of
Jesus. He wants to see all of us again. He is already deeply missed. Gifts to
remember and honor Louis may be given to the ALS Foundation, 1300 Wilson
Blvd., Suite 600, Arlington, VA 22209. https://www.als.org/

Funeral services will be 11:00 a.m. Thursday, May 22, 2025, at Fellowship
Reformed Church, 6610 36th Ave. Hudsonville. Family burial to take place
prior to the service in Beaverdam Cemetery. Visitation will be 4-7 p.m.

Wednesday, May 21, also at Fellowship Ref. Church. www.yntemafh.com.



Cemetery Details

Beaverdam Cemetery

6630 Ransom Street
Zeeland, Ml

Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 21. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Fellowship Reformed Church
6610 36th St.
Hudsonville, Ml 49426

Funeral Service

MAY 22. 11:00 AM (ET)

Fellowship Reformed Church
6610 36th St.
Hudsonville, MI 49426



Tribute Wall

Langeland-Sterenberg Yntema Funeral Homes created a Watch
Funeral Service in memory of Louis P. Kraay

Langeland-Sterenberg Yntema Funeral Homes - May 22, 2025 at 04:32 PM

Langeland-Sterenberg Yntema Funeral Homes created a Tribute
Video in memory of Louis P. Kraay

In Loving Memory
Louis P. Kraay
February 26, 1928 - May 16, 2025

Langeland-Sterenberg Yntema Funeral Homes - May 20, 2025 at 02:24 PM

Casey and Mary Nash send prayers, sympathy, and love to all of
you. Rev. Kraay was such a kind thoughtful person. When I, Mary,
had surgery in Grand Rapids, he came to pray for me before going
into surgery. It was snowing hard and | didn't expect to see anyone
and then he showed up to pray with my husband and me..

Mary Nash - May 21, 2025 at 05:01 PM



Joyful Memory was purchased for the family of
Louis P. Kraay.

May 21, 2025 at 01:26 PM

He was a very kind loving gentleman. We were blessed to have him
as visiting pastor at first reformed, grand haven, mi. Always a smile
and welcoming hand. You have been blessed as were we.

Our prayers are with you all. Sincerely, John and Marilyn Buikema.

marilyn Buikema - May 20, 2025 at 10:50 AM

Blue Caribbean Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Louis P. Kraay.

May 19, 2025 at 02:13 PM


https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1385&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1385&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Nancy, Linda, Kevin and Karen, | have many fond memories of your
dad (and mom) as my pastor growing up in Beaverdam. | believe he
came when | was 2 and left after | graduated from college. At the
time, | thought all pastors were part of the youth group, and didn't
realize how special your Mom and Dad were to want to be around
the high school youth group (RCYF). He was a steady presence in
the lives of so many of us "Beaverdam Kids." | believe he may have
even written a letter of recommendation for me for one of my
college applications.

You were blessed to have him for so many years and his death will
leave a big whole in your earthly family. | am thankful for the hope of
eternity when we who are believers will be reunited with those who
have gone before us.
With love and sympathy,
Connie Knap

Connie Knap - May 19, 2025 at 01:05 PM
Carol and nieces, Dawn, Amy & Kathy purchased

the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family
of Louis P. Kraay.

Carol and nieces, Dawn, Amy & Kathy - May 18, 2025 at 04:32
PM


https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

