
Sue "Elizabeth" Pettinga
December 24, 1924 - October 10, 2022

Suzanne (Elizabeth) Pettinga, nee Leestma, age 97, peacefully passed away
on Monday, October 10, surrounded by family. 

Live Stream Link to watch service: https://trcholland.zoom.us/j/84261187462?
pwd=NXRHVXp5WlVXcXRkc0p0UEU4Y3Fpdz09#success 

 

Sue was a loving, joyful wife, mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother
who made everyone feel they mattered, that their story was important
because each was a fellow image-bearer of God. The lives she’s touched with
love are countless and include the faithful staff at Freedom Village where she
was cared for in her last years. 

She loved words and ideas, shown by her teaching high school Latin and
college English and the countless books and journals of theology, philosophy
and politics she read well into her 90’s—insightfully annotating each one. 

She loved the outdoors and adventures, as every picture taken of her, from
her and Frank’s Foreign Service in Afghanistan, Egypt, Austria, and the
Dominican Republic, to their trips to the cabin in Otter Cove, Canada, or to the
cottage on Lake Michigan: in each picture she’s flashing her radiant Pettinga
smile. Her favorite poem describes her attitude best: “O world, I cannot hold
thee close enough!” 



She was preceded in death by her husband, Frank Pettinga; her brother,
Harold Leestma; her sister, Ethel Swets; and all in-laws. 

She is survived by her children Deborah (Ron) Toering, Jane Pettinga (David
VanDoorne), Fred (Jayne) Pettinga, Cindy (Mark) Hiskes; 12 grandchildren
and their spouses; 23 great-grandchildren. 

Memorial services are planned for 10:00 A.M. Saturday, October 22, 2022, at
Third Reformed Church, 111 West 13th St. Holland, MI 49423. Family will be
available to greet guests following the service. 

Memorial contributions in Sue’s honor may be given to Calvin College, at http
s://calvin.edu/support or by mail to Calvin University, Development Office,
3201 Burton St. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546, or the Freedom Village
Scholarship Fund (for staff) c/o Community Foundation of Holland/Zeeland, 85
E. 8th St. Holland, MI 49423. 

www.langelandsterenberg.com



Previous Events
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Third Reformed Church
111 West 13th St.
Holland, MI 49423



Tribute Wall
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October 21, 2022 at 01:26 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Sue "Elizabeth" Pettinga.

https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.langelandsterenberg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

